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Lancaster Conference on Infant and Early Child Development  

5-7 September 2018, Lancaster, UK 

This summer, I had the pleasure of co-chairing the 3rd annual Lancaster Conference on Infant and 
Early Child Development (LCICD) with my colleague Marina Bazhydai. LCICD is an annual 

international conference that focuses on research in all areas of development in infants and young 
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children. The conference brings together attendees ranging from early-career researchers to 
renowned senior scientists who are 
engaged in cutting-edge research. 

LCICD is hosted annually by Lancaster 
University Babylab, one of the most 
prominent infancy research groups in 
the United Kingdom.  

 

While chairing LCICD, and when 
collating the comments from attendees, 

I got a feel for what is unique about this conference, and why attendees tend to come back. LCICD 
is not a huge conference, so far with attendees always under 100. But this contributes to the 
atmosphere of the conference, 

which is collaborative, informal, 
and friendly. Leaders in the field, 

including our keynote speakers, 
actively participate in 
discussions after talks, during 

the poster sessions, and in our 
social programme. This, plus the 
fine balance between learning 

about methodological advances 
and empirical work, is what I 
think makes LCICD unique. We hope you’ll join us for the 4th annual LCICD from 21st-23rd August 
2019! 
 

  Priya Silverstein, Leverhulme Trust Doctoral Scholar 
Lancaster University, UK 
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 XI. Dubrovnik Conference on Cognitive Science 
Computational Rationality 

24-27 May, 2018, Dubrovnik, Croatia   
Submission is now open! 

http://www.cecog.eu/ducog/page_submission.php 
We invite poster submissions from all areas of cognitive science. 

Invited speakers: 

Ulrike Hahn  
(Birkbeck, University of London, UK) 

 

Quentin Huys  
(Max Planck UCL Centre for Computational 

Psychiatry and Ageing Research, UK) 

 

 

Julian Jara-Ettinger  
(Yale University, USA) 

 

Máté Lengyel 
 (University of Cambridge, UK and 

Central European University, Hungary) 

 

 

Azzurra Ruggeri 
(Max Planck Institute for Human  
Development, Germany) 

 

Laura Schulz  
(Massachusetts Institute of Technology) 
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21st Conference of the European Society for 

Cognitive Psychology 
Tenerife, Spain, 25-28 September 2019 

Symposia proposal deadline: 20 December 2018 
Abstract submission deadline: 1st April 2019 

http://escop2019.webs.ull.es 
 

COGNITIVE 2019 – The Eleventh International 
Conference on Advanced Cognitive Technologies 

and Applications 
Venice, Italy, 5-9 May 2019 

Submission deadline: 7 January 2019 
https://www.iaria.org/conferences2019/COGNITIVE19. 

html 
 

The meaning of numerals: cognitive, experimental, 
and semantic perspectives 

Berlin, Germany, 27-28 March 2019 
Abstract submission deadline: 7 January 2019 

http://meaningofnumerals.christophhesse.com/index. 
html 

 

CSA 2019 – Cognitive Science Arena 
Brixen-Bressanone, Italy, 15-16 February 2019 

Abstract submission: 11 January 2019 
http://cogsci.altervista.org 

 

XPrag – 8th biennal Experimental Pragmatics 
Conference 

 Edinburgh, UK, 19-21 June 2019 
Abstract submissions deadline: 1 February 2019 
http://www.xprag2019.ppls.ed.ac.uk/index.html 

 

 

 

16th International Symposium on Neural Networks 
(ISNN 2019)  

 Moscow, Russia, 10-12 July 2019 
Submissions deadline: 1 February 2019 
https://conference.cs.cityu.edu.hk/isnn/ 

  

JAM VIII – Joint Action Meeting 2019  
 Genoa, Italy, 10-13 July 2019 

Submissions deadline: 15 February 2019 
https://www.intobrain.it/en/jam8/ 

 

LCICD 2019 – International Conference on Infant and 
Early Child Development  

Lancaster, UK, 21-23 August 2019 
Abstract submission deadline: 1st March 2019 

http://wp.lancs.ac.uk/lcicd/ 
 

ESHHS 2019 – European Society for the History of 
the Human Science 

Budapest, Hungary, 4-6 July 2019 
Submission deadline: 4 March 2019 

http://www.eshhs.eu/wordpress-
3.3.1/wordpress/?p=1265 

 

Measurement in Cognitive Science – Workshop 2019 
Bochum, Germany, 5-6 June 2019 

https://measurementincognitivescience.wordpress.com 

  

XPRAG.it 2019 – 3rd 3rd Experimental Pragmatics in 
Italy Conference 

Cagliari, Italy, 19-20 September 2019 
Abstract submission deadline: TBC 

http://xpragit2019.it 
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Neurocomputation and Neuroimaging Unit at the Center for 
Cognitive Neuroscience Berlin   

Department of Education and Psychology, Freie Universität Berlin 
Head of group: Prof. Dr. Felix Blankenburg 

 
Whenever you want to interact with your environment, you need to first perceive what’s there and 

then decide what action to perform. Your action in turn will influence your forthcoming perception. 
This continuous interplay is known as the perception-action cycle and it underlies all human 

behaviour. The Neurocomputation and Neuroimaging Unit (NNU) uses a variety of perceptual 
decision-making paradigms in combination with advanced neuroimaging and computational 
techniques to identify the brain regions processing the different stages of the perception-action 
cycle in the somatosensory domain. The working group is composed of students with a variety of 
backgrounds including psychology, cognitive neuroscience, philosophy, biology, and others who 
share an interest in dissecting the cycle. 

 
 
 
 

Figure 1: The perception-action cycle 

 

We employ a variety of methods in our projects including electroencephalography (EEG), functional 
magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI), magnetoencephalography (MEG), transcranial magnetic 
stimulation (TMS), and simultaneous EEG-fMRI and analyse the data according to univariate and 

multivariate pipelines. Below are some examples of ongoing projects from our group.  

 
 

 

Introducing research institutes 
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Perception – Mechanisms of somatosensory awareness  

An ongoing project explores the brain regions (fMRI) and temporal 
dynamics (EEG) involved in somatosensory awareness. Previous 

studies have implicated a large network of fronto-parietal brain regions 
as required for awareness, however, careful experimental design has 
allowed the dissociation of the functions of the various regions in terms 
of ongoing cognitive processes thus enabling the isolation of those 

regions specifically required for stimulus awareness. 

Working Memory – Localising representations  

Working memory is an intermediate form of memory which is 

employed when you are trying to remember or manipulate a piece of 
information. It serves as the bridge between the perception of a 
stimulus and the chosen action. Several ongoing projects use machine 
learning algorithms to localise working memory representations of a 
variety of stimuli in the visual, tactile and auditory domains using 
multivariate EEG and fMRI data.  

Decision Making and Action – Effector-specific or effector-independent decision variables  

There is an ongoing debate in perceptual decision making regarding whether decision variables are 

effector-specific or independent. Effector-independent refers to the creation of an abstract decision 
variable whereas effector-specific decision variables are represented within regions which control 
the downstream motor output, ex: frontal eye fields for saccade responses. Our group contributes 

to this debate by collecting MEG, EEG and fMRI data while participants are making perceptual 
decisions with different response options (saccadic or button press). This enables the dissociation 
of abstract decision processes from motor-related responses. 

You can find more information about our group including a publication list at the NNU website 
(http://www.ewi-psy.fu-berlin.de/en/einrichtungen/arbeitsbereiche/neurocom_neuroimag/index. 
html). We are always looking for motivated and creative students to join our group or form 
collaborations with. 

Lisa Velenosi 
PhD Student 

 

Figure 2: Regions associated 
with somatosensory 
awareness in the literature 

Figure 3: Vibrotactile spatial 
stimuli applied to the index 
finger 
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About CECOG: The Central European Cognitive Science Association (CECOG) is a civil association promoting cooperation 
in the field of cognitive science in Central Europe. The association was initiated at a meeting in August 2008 by the Budapest 
University of Technology and Economics and the University of Zagreb by Melita Kovacevic, Ilona Kovács, and Csaba Pléh. 
President: Gergely Csibra; managing organizers and local hosts of the DuCog series: Nevena Padovan and Paula Fischer; 
managing secretaries of the association: Paula Fischer and Georgina Török. 

Newsletter editors: Francesca Bonalumi and Laura Schlingloff. Contact: cecog@cecog.eu 
Previous newsletters are available on our website – http://cecog.eu/ 
 


